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Today’s specials …

▪ RDA in a nutshell

▪ Librarians, Archivists & Information Service 
professionals in RDA

▪ Value of RDA to Libraries and Value of Libraries to 
RDA

▪ RDA Outputs for Libraries

▪ Getting involved
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Ambitious … but not impossible

The RDA Vision

Researchers and innovators openly share data 
across technologies, disciplines, and countries to 
address the grand challenges of society.
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Complex … but achievable
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The RDA Mission

Build the social and technical bridges that enable 
open sharing and re-use of data.



Realistic … actually happening
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The RDA Approach: 

to further research innovation, efficiency and 
reproducibility by identifying and facilitating socio-
technical best practices and standards for research 
data, tools and infrastructure. These will advance 
solutions to Grand Challenges and the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals.



Social and Technical Infrastructure …  
or enterprise

International and local

Technical and Social

As relevant now as it was 
in 2013

CC BY-SA 4.0

www.rd-alliance.org
@resdatall

Toward Information Infrastructure Studies: Ways of Knowing in a Networked 
Environment by Geoffrey C. Bowker, Karen Baker, Florence Millerand, and David Ribes



Designed and developed by the Community 
… for the community

- Multi, cross-
and inter-
disciplinary
- Grass roots 
approach
- Neutral 
social 
platform
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The heart of RDA

Working Groups

➢ develop and implement tools, 
policy, practices & products for 
data management that are 
adopted and used by projects, 
organisations, communities

➢ TIMING: 12-18 MONTHS

➢ TOTAL: 35 Working Groups

Interest Groups

➢ focus on solving a specific data 
sharing problem and 
identifying what kind of 
infrastructure needs to be built. 

➢ TIMING: as long as group is 
active

➢ TOTAL:  66 Interest Groups

RECOMMENDATIONS: Concrete 
deliverables - “Running code”, 
tools, standards, etc.

OUTPUT: Possibly case statements 
for new WGs, guidelines, best 
practice, etc.

CC BY-SA 4.0

www.rd-alliance.org
@resdatall



A menu of sorts …

Classification WGs IGs
Base Infrastructure 6 11
Community Needs 1 10
Data Stewardship & 
Services 6 17
Domain Science 8 20
Partnership Groups 3 3
Reference & Sharing 11 5
Total RDA Groups 35 66
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Wheat Data 
Interoperability WG
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Who is the Research 
Data Alliance?

What type of data professionals make up the RDA community and 
where do they come from?
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7,700 RDA members come from 137 
different countries (145 from 
Ireland)

RDA across the globe
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RDA Community professions
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12% RDA 
community 

are librarians
(893)
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RDA Organisational Type
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Librarians, Archivists 
& Information 
Professionals in RDA
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taking the initiative in addressing the 
technical and social infrastructure 

needed to enable and sustain open 
research and open science
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https://www.rd-alliance.org/rda-disciplines/rda-and-librarianship-archival-science-and-information-science



What is the value of engaging with RDA?

▪ a global, open, neutral, experienced and independent forum
for interaction with data professionals, researchers, ICT 
experts and academics;

▪ augment the library community and corresponding data 
interoperability solutions;

▪ Build strategic, collaborative relationships and partnerships;

▪ institution-wide advocacy processes for development of 
institutional and national technical and human 
infrastructures, legal frameworks, training programmes and 
policies for data stewardship;
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What is the value of engaging with RDA?

▪ facilitates the harmonisation, integration and/or 
implementation of existing standards and methods;

▪ Adopt RDA recommendations and outputs ;

▪ a unique forum for creating use cases and a 'working 
space' ;

▪ opportunities and networks for data management 
skills development and expertise
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Benefits to you …

▪ experience and expertise in data management and 
data science;

▪ quality and effectiveness of personal work and 
activities;

▪ Professional competitive advantage and
international leadership within the community;

▪ extraordinary network of international colleagues 
and organisations
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Benefits to RDA?

YOU have skills and expertise 
which can contribute greatly to 

the development of best 
practices
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Libraries for Research Data Interest 
Group

▪ 440 members – RDA’a largest group

▪ Successful Output in 12 languages

▪ 23 Things: Libraries For Research Data: 
An overview by of practical, free, online 
resources and tools that users can 
immediately take advantage of to 
incorporate research data management 
into the practice of librarianship.

www.rd-alliance.org
@resdatallhttps://rd-alliance.org/groups/libraries-research-data.html

https://rd-alliance.org/group/libraries-research-data-ig/outcomes/23-things-libraries-research-data-supporting-output


23 Things in nutshell

1. Learning 
Resources

2. Data Reference 
& Outreach

3. Data 
Management 
Plans

4. Data Literacy

5. Metadata

6. Citing data

7. Data Licensing 
& Privacy

8. Data 
Preservation

9. Data 
Repositories

10.Communities 
of Practice
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Practical Implementation

Programme designed for librarian and 
research support staff

• self-paced learning style, relevant 
examples, combination of thinking and 
doing exercises and grouping around data 
management topics

• build capability and a community of 
practice around research data 
management

• Available for reuse and repurpose 
anywhere in the world to suit specific 
needs
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https://www.ands.org.au/working-with-data/skills/23-research-data-things/toolkit
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Getting Involved
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RDA Guiding Principles

▪ Openness

▪ Consensus

▪ Balance

▪ Harmonization

▪ Community-driven

▪ Non-profit and technology-neutral
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Becoming an RDA member

CC BY-SA 4.0Join at https://rd-alliance.org/user/register



RDA in Ireland

https://rd-alliance.org/groups/rda-ireland | @RDA_Ireland
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RDA Plenary Meetings

Exchange knowledge, share discoveries, discuss 
barriers and potential solutions 

Meet new committed and passionate data science 
professionals, working in multiple disciplines

Contribute to acceleration of data infrastructure 
development

Learn about new trends, strategies, research 
developments, directions and policies
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https://rd-alliance.org/plenaries/rda-thirteenth-
plenary-meeting-philadelphia-us
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RDA’s 13th Plenary Meeting
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

2- 4 April 2019



RDA P14 is headed to Finland

HELSINKI/ESPOO 
OCTOBER 23-25, 2019
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Early Career & Experts Opportunities

Early Career
Experts
Grants 
Programme
For
13th Plenary
Meeting
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The Research Data 
Alliance and Data 
Opportunities for 
Libraries
14 January 2019

RDA

Email - enquiries@rd-alliance.org

Web - www.rd-alliance.org

Twitter - @resdatall

LinkedIn -
www.linkedin.com/in/ResearchDataAlliance

Slideshare -
http://www.slideshare.net/ResearchDataAlliance

Hilary Hanahoe

Secretary General, Research Data Alliance

Email - hilary.hanahoe@rda-foundation.org

Twitter - @hilaryhanahoe

GO RAIBH MÍLE MAITH AGAT

CC BY-SA 4.0

www.rd-alliance.org
@resdatall

mailto:hilary.hanahoe@rda-foundation.org

