
 

Early Career and Engagement Interest Group Charter  
  

Introduction 

The purpose of the Early Career and Engagement Interest Group (ECEIG) is to provide a focal point                 

for Early and Mid-Career Researchers and Professionals, including those involved in various            

RDA-related fellowships and Early Career programs. 

 

User scenario(s) or use case(s) the IG wishes to address 

RDA members recognize that there is a need to create a space in RDA for those who are at the                    

beginning stages of their careers. Specifically, RDA members recognized that Early Career            

Researchers and Professionals usually need additional support for: 

1. networking amongst themselves to learn about other Early Career scientists and their            

research, i.e., establishing a “network of peers”, and 

2. mentoring from senior RDA members who are interested in mentoring Early Career            

Researchers and Professionals. 

Designating time on each RDA plenary schedule for this IG is important because those who are in the                  

beginning stages of their careers have their own unique talents and strengths and they represent the                

next generation of RDA; they are critical to the future of RDA. At a BoF conducted during RDA P8 in                    

Denver, CO a group of Early Career fellows agreed to explore the idea of creating an IG centering on                   

those who are in the early stages of their careers and helping them effectively engage with RDA.                 

This effort was continued and crystallized at a dedicated networking session during RDA P9 in               

Barcelona, Spain. 

 

Objectives 

While other efforts exist in RDA to support Early Career Researchers and Professionals, such as the                

RDA-US and RDA-EU fellowship programs, the RDA ECEIG seeks to complement existing efforts by (i)               

building a peers network, (ii) maintaining a “live” document of advice for Early Career Researchers               

and Professionals and (iii) creating opportunities for formal and informal mentoring within RDA. 

 

Specifically, objectives of this IG are to: 

1. Focus on Early Career Researchers and Professionals because they need the most support 

2. Establish a volunteer-based mentoring progam 

3. Network across domains to establish an interdisciplinary network of peers 

4. Provide a space for people who have more experience with RDA to pass on knowledge and                

lessons learned to Early Career Researchers and Professionals 

5. Create a social outlet specifically for Early Career Researchers and Professionals 

 

Participation 

The ECEIG is open to all RDA members to participate, and is of particular interest to Researchers and                  

Professionals in the Early and Mid-Career stages. This IG is also of interest to more experienced RDA                 

members who desire to mentor and support Early and Mid-Career Researchers and Professionals. 

 

Outcomes 

The ECEIG will provide anchoring to Early Career Researchers and Professionals by giving them              

visibility and a place to speak, as well as pointing them to what is relevant within RDA and sharing                   

experiences. Driven by the needs of its members, this IG will focus on providing practical advice such                 

 



as how to get the most out of your RDA experience, how to speak at a session, as well as establishing                     

and sustaining a network with different people in a friendly environment built on mutual support.               

This knowledge and compendium of advice will be maintained as a “live” document, constantly              

being updated and reviewed by members of this IG. Additionally, having a formal mentoring              

program is of significant value and impact to Early Career Researchers and Professionals, therefore              

recruiting (both disciplinary and cross-disciplinary) will be an integral part of this IG. Beyond the               

formal structure of a Plenary, this IG will incorporate a social dimension by organizing lunches,               

drinks, meeting spaces and other social gatherings. 

 

Mechanism 

The ECEIG will utilize capabilities provided by the RDA platform to communicate and collaborate              

effectively to achieve its goals. These include: 

● A designated time and space in each RDA Plenary, dedicated to Early Career Researchers and               

Professionals, similar to the “Women in RDA Breakfast” tradition. 

● An established, informal social gathering in each Plenary (to be organized by current IG              

members). 

● Feedback by the new members in the IG on how the RDA is beneficial for them and how it                   

can be improved. 

● Monthly telecoms/web conferences with planned agendas to discuss specific issues, with           

recorded video sessions for future reference 

● Asynchronous collaboration using google docs, a wiki, a dedicated forum and an electronic             

mailing list. Of particular importance is the forum, as it would allow all involved parties to                

discuss, elaborate or pose questions to the members on general and domain-specific topics             

at any time. 

 

Timeline 

Our main goals for the first 12 months of the IG are to:  

1. Coordinate with RDA in order to allocate the designated ECEIG time/space in Plenaries,             

including the social aspects/events. 

2. Design, structure and initiate the live document of knowledge and advice from the current              

ECEIG members. 

3. Outreach to former members of the Early Career Programmes in RDA (both RDA-US and              

RDA-EU) for feedback, comments and potential mentoring. 

 

After approval of the IG, immediate focus will be given to the organization of the ECEIG event in the                   

next RDA Plenary, aiming for critical mass from the involved Early Career Researchers and              

Professionals. 

 

Group Members 

  

FIRST NAME LAST NAME EMAIL ORGANIZATION TITLE COUNTRY 

Devan Ray Donaldson drdonald@indiana.edu Indiana University Chair United States 

Elise Dunham emdunham@illinois.edu University of Illinois Member United States 

Ahmed Eleish eleisa@rpi.edu Rensselaer Polytechnic 

Institute  

Member United States 

Neema Gamasa neemagamassa@gmail.com Ifakara Health Institute Member Tanzania 
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Tannu Kumari ttannu@gmail.com Rajendra Institute of 

Medical Sciences 

Member India 

Kisun Pokharel kisun.pokharel@helsinki.fi University of Helsinki Member Finland 

Fotis Psomopoulos fpsom@issel.ee.auth.gr Aristotle University of 

Thessaloniki 

Co-Chair Greece 

Elli Papadopoulou elli.libd@gmail.com Alexander 

Technological 

Educational Institute 

of Thessaloniki 

Member Greece 

Potential Members (previous/current RDA Early Career Fellows) 

Jacob Bloom jacob.w.g.bloom@gmail.co

m 

Collaborative Drug 

Discovery, Inc. 

Member USA 

Jillian Dunic  University of 

Massachusetts Boston 

Member USA 

Christopher Eaker  University of 

Tennessee Libraries 

Member USA 

Ahmed Eleish  Rensselaer Polytechnic 

Institute 

Member USA 

Faraz Faghri  University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign 

Member USA 

Thomas Gillespie  University of 

California, San Diego 

Member USA 

Adam Kriesberg  University of Maryland 

/ USDA National 

Agricultural Library 

Member USA 

Kai Li  Drexel University Member USA 

Lindsay  Poirier  Rensselaer Polytechnic 

Institute 

Member USA 

Stephanie  Simms  California Digital 

Library, University of 

California Curation 

Center 

Member USA 

Andrea Thomer  University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign 

Member USA 

Arika Virapongse  University of Florida Member USA 

Ayoung Yoon  Indiana University, 

Purude University 

Member USA 

Morgan Daniels  Vanderbilt University Member USA 

Bowen  Deng  Montana Tech 

University 

Member USA 

Corey Jackson  Syracuse University Member USA 

Sarah Ramdeen  University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill 

Member USA 

Cheryl Thompson  University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign 

Member USA 

Matthew Turner  University of Idaho Member USA 

Nicholas Weber  University of Member USA 
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Washington 

Rachael Black  Arizona Geological 

Survey 

Member USA 

Brandon  Costelloe-Kueh

n 

 Rensselaer Polytechnic 

Institute 

Member USA 

John Kratz  California Digital 

Library 

Member USA 

Anne  Thessen  Ronin Institute for 

Independent 

Scholarship 

Member USA 

Rasheed Akintunde  University of Oulu Member Finland 

Parinaz  Ameri  Karlsruhe Institute of 

technology (KIT) 

Member Germany 

Suchith  Anand   Member  

Alessia  Bardi  ISTI - National 

Research Council 

Member Italy 

Lisa  Donatini  University of Pisa Member Italy 

Doychin Doychev  Insight, Center for 

Data Analytics 

Member Ireland 

Tanja  Friedrich  Humboldt-Universität 

zu Berlin 

Member Germany 

Bahareh Heravi  INSIGHT Centre, 

National University of 

Ireland Galway 

Member Ireland 

Reko  Hynönen  University of Helsinki 

& Finnish 

meteorological 

Institute 

Member Finland 

Pawel  Kamocki  Universite Paris 

Descartes / 

Westfälische 

Wilhelms-Universität 

Munster 

Member France 

Nicola  Kavanagh  Royal College of 

Surgeons 

Member UK 

Naresh  Kumar  Univ. of Oslo, Tallin 

Univ & Parma 

University, Italy 

Member Norway 

Mikael Laakso  Hanken School of 

Economics 

Member Finland 

Artemis Lavasa  CERN/ Alexander 

Technological 

Educational Institute 

of Thessaloniki 

Member Greece 

Aqdas Malik  Aalto University Member Finland 

Yuri  Malitsky  University College 

Cork 

Member  

4 



Stefan Proell  Vienna University of 

Technology 

Member Austria 

Rebecca  Reffell  University of Essex Member UK 

Simone Roma  University of Pisa Member Italy 

Sebastian Schelter  Technische Universität 

Berlin 

Member Germany 

Erdal Tokat  Dokuz Eylul University 

& Institute of Marine 

Sciences and 

Technology 

Member Turkey 

Tobias Weigel  University of Hamburg Member Germany 

Jamie  Al-Nasir  Royal Holloway, 

University of London 

Member United 

Kingdom 

Claudio  Atzori  ISTI CNR Member Italy 

Peter Kraker  Know-Center / Graz 

University of 

Technology 

Member Austria 

Ajinkya Prabhune  Karlsruhe Institute of 

Technology 

Member Germany 

Cristoph Stich  University of 

Birmingham 

Member United 

Kingdom 

Maria Borras  Universitat Politecnica 

de Valencia 

Member Spain 

Xiaoli Chen  University of Sheffield Member UK 

Asura Enkhbayar  USA Technikum 

Vienna 

Member Austria 

Dimitra  Konsta  National Technical 

University of Athens 

Member Greece 

Davor  Luksic  University of Zadar Member Croatia 

Mershia Mahmic-Kakunj

o 

 Split School of 

Medicine 

Member Croatia 

Josep Grau  Centre for Research 

and Technology Hellas 

- Hellenic Institute of 

Transport 

Member Greece 

Hien  Truong  University of Helsinki Member Finland 

Freyja Vandenboom  KU Leuven Member  

Michela Vignoli  Austrian Institute of 

Technology 

Member Austria 

Godwin Yeboah  University of 

Aberdeen 

Member Scotland 

Emmanouil Chaniotakis  National Technical 

University of Athens 

Member Greece 

Heidi Laine  University of Helsinki Member Finland 

Robert Michael Lundin  Cardiff University Member Wales 

Paola Masuzzo  Ghent University Member Belgium 

Mervyn O Luing  Insight Center for Data Member Ireland 
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Analytics, University 

College Cork 

Ben Postance  Loughborough 

University 

 UK 

Piotr Przbyla  The University of 

Manchester 

Member UK 

Eugene Slow  University of 

Southampton 

Member UK 

Ramine Tinati  University of 

Southampton 

Member UK 

Kamil Wais  University in Rzeszow Member Poland 

Fernando Aguilar  Universidad de 

Cantabria 

Member Spain 

Demetris  Avraam  University of Bristol Member UK 

Matthew Byrne  Newcastle University Member UK 

Sylvia Christodoulaki  University of Crete Member Greece 

Tomasz Miksa  Vienna University of 

Technology 

Member Austria 

Tio Tikka tio.tikka@helsinki.fi University of Helsinki Member Finland 

Melak Weldenegodgu

ad 

melak.weldenegodguad@u

ef.fi 

University of Eastern 

Finland 

Member Finland 

 

Isaac Lyatuu ilyatuu@ihi.or.tz Ifakara Health Institute Member Tanzania 

Antica Culina a.culina@yahoo.com Netherlands Institute 

of Ecology; Oxford 

University 

Memeber Netherlands/C

roatia 

Rebecca Grant rgrant@nli.ie National Library of 

Ireland/University 

College Dublin 

member Ireland  
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